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State a leader 
. in rehiring 


fired cops 
Scott Maxwell, B1 


Get ready for 


goofy glory of 
Golden Globes 


Hall Boedeker, F1 


An uncommon 
bite: Lisbon 


Portuguese 
Lauren Delgado, F4 
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Go west for 
more Mayan 
exposure 


For deeper exposure to 
authentic Mayan culture — 
past and present — travelers 
should head into the interior 
of the Yucatan Peninsula. F1 
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Read ‘The 
Envelope’ 


As aspecial benefit to 
print and online subscrib- 
ers, today’s eNewspaper 
online edition of the Or- 
lando Sentinel includes 
The Envelope, a special 
section on the Hollywood 
awards season. If you are 
a subscriber, you can read 
the section free at 
OrlandoSentinel.com/ 
newspaper. If you need to 
activate your online ac- 
cess or want to subscribe, 
go to OrlandoSentinel 
.com/membership. 


Weather 


8 A.M.: 39° 
2 P.M.: 57° 
5 B.M.: 52° 
CHANCE OF RAIN: 0% 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

@ A SPORTING-GOODS 
giveaway in Altamonte 
Springs honors Jordan 
Smelski, 1, who died of 
an infection in 2014. B1 


NATION & WORLD 

@ PRESIDENT DONALD 
TRUMP lauds civil- 
rights leaders amid 
Mississippi protests. A3 


SPORTS 

+ Dr. PHILLIPS’ foot- 
ball team erases years of 
frustration with its first 
state championship, 
defeating Delray Beach 
Atlantic 17-7. C1 


@ SUNDAY SHOWCASE: 
New FSU coach Willie 
Taggart understands his 
role as a trailblazer for 
minorities. C5 


TRAVEL & ARTS 

© THE SONNENTAG 
Theatre’s “My Fair 
Lady” has strong cos- 
tumes and perform- 
ances, writes Matthew J. 
Palm. A2 


Agencies work to stop train suicides 


At least 4 of 15 Central Florida railway fatalities 
in 2017 are believed to be suicides, officials say 


By MICHAEL WILLIAMS 
Staff Writer 


Shortly after giving birth to twin 
boys in 2011, Belinda Cantrell 
stopped eating. She had trouble 
sleeping and hallucinated. Mental 
illness put a stranglehold on her life. 

In March, the Deltona mom 
drove to the SunRail station in San- 
ford, walked onto the tracks and 


waited for a train to kill her. 

She was 32. 

Her parents, Linda and Eben Co- 
etzee, have been grappling with the 
complicated questions any family 
dealing with suicide must face. But 
they were not surprised by what 


she did. 

“For us, it was never a matter of if 
she was going to kill herself, but 
when,” Eben Coetzee said. 

Cantrell was one of 15 fatalities 
reported on Central Florida rail- 
ways this year. Authorities think at 


least four were suicides: Cantrell; a 
15-year-old boy; and 60-year-old 
twin sisters. In 2016, there were 10 
fatalities in the region. 

Statewide, there were 44 rail- 
road deaths reported last year, ac- 
cording to the Federal Railroad Ad- 
ministration. Of those, 14 were con- 
firmed suicides. However, those 
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BY ANNIE MARTIN | Staff Writer 


Prompted by Hurricane Irma, the University of 
Central Florida’s pantry has seen a sharp rise in 
students seeking food, toiletries and clothing. 

The Knights Helping Knights pantry recorded 
about 3,400 student visits in October and almost as 
many the following month, up from 1900 visits in 
September. Since employees and volunteers don’t 


KIND KNIGHTS TO THE RESCUE 
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Student Bryan David selects food Thursday at the Knights Helping Knights pantry at the University of 
Central Florida. The pantry provides food, toiletries, clothing and other items to students in need. 


UCF food pantry sees student 
need booming after hurricane 


ing the service, or the same students were using it 


more often. 


keep track of the identities of students who use the 


pantry, it’s unclear whether more students were us- 


Officials at the pantry blame the increase on Irma 
because it caused students to lose income from part- 
time jobs or forced them to spend money on gasoline 
to leave campus before the storm hit Sept. 10. 

The day before UCF closed for the hurricane, 
about 200 students dropped by the pantry. Since 
then, the pantry has seen an additional 20 more 
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Puerto Rican 
evacuees are 
still flocking 

to Orlando 


Fleeting or forever, all 
hope to rebuild lives 


By KATE SANTICH 
Staff Writer 


Ashley Mendez arrived in 
Orlando before sunrise Thurs- 
day, her eyes red from crying, a 
single duffel bag holding all her 
worldly possessions. 

The 20-year-old already 
ached for her mother, left be- 
hind in Puerto Rico. 

She made her way through a 
special welcome center at Or- 
lando International Airport set 
up by the state, proceeding sto- 
ically until she traded in her 
Puerto Rican identification 
card for a Florida ID, and a 
worker snipped the old one in 
half — a symbolic death to her 
former, familiar life. 

Then, the blood seemed to 
drain from her face. 

“What if I want to go back?” 
she said. 

Raquel McCormick, of the 
Heart of Florida United Way, 
wrapped her arms around the 
young woman and held her as 
she began to sob. “This is not 
forever” McCormick said. “It’s 
only forever if you want it to 
be.” 
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Cheryle Rome-Beatty, left, and her husband, David Beatty, 
ran an Airbnb at their home until an anonymous complaint. 


down. 


= 


An Orange County couple had been 
hosting travelers from around the world 
for more than five years using Airbnb, but 
a single anonymous complaint shut them 


Short-term rentals of fewer than 30 
days are banned in most residential areas 
of the county, but vacation rental listings 
on Airbnb and other websites have usually 
been ignored unless Code Enforcement 


Couple wants Orange commission 
to allow short-term vacation rentals 


BY STEVEN LEMONGELLO 
Staff Writer 


receives a complaint. 


So David Beatty and Cheryle Rome- 
Beatty plan to ask the County Commission 


on Tuesday to allow vacation rentals if the 
owners stay on the property, as they did. 
The change, if approved, would be too late 
for them, they said. 


“We were going to [eventually] sell our 


house to travel to international places,” 
said David Beatty. “Now, it’s going to hap- 
pen a hell of a lot sooner. We're not saying, 
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